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Raechel's Recommended Start-Up Resources
If you're just starting your business, it's definitely NOT NECESSARY to drop 
thousands of dollars on tons of systems, programs, and vendors!  
 
You can have a super professional-looking company that runs smoothly, without 
dropping five-figures... or even a lot of four-figures... right out of the box! 
 
Too many options and tight cash-flow are some of the main reasons that some 
amazing entrepreneurs don't get their talent and genius out there.  
 
If you're going to run an empire, of course you're going to need to up-level, but 
that's down the road.  In the meantime, don't let all that craziness get in the way.  
 
Here are some very inexpensive resources that I've personally used and can 
recommend for several business start-up categories. 
 
STIPULATION: These are my own recommendations, based upon my research and 
what's worked for me.  I'm a mega-researcher and someone who tries out a lot of 
stuff, but what works for me, may not work for you.   
 
Don't hesitate to do your own research - but if you're one of those people who 
tends to over-research, put a timer on it.  None of these things should take you 
more than 3-4 hours of research time!

Domain Registrar: GoDaddy 
What's really important, in my opinion, no matter what domain registrar you use, is that you 
always purchase and host all of your domains with one company and then "point" them to 
where your individual site is hosted.  I don't recommend having different web hosts holding 
different domains; have them all in one spot - I recommend GoDaddy.   
 
Web Host: SquareSpace or WordPress.org 
I think SquareSpace is super awesome if you're DIY and you're not super techy.  It's actually 
easy and fun, with awesome drag and drop templates.  WordPress.org is also ok for DIY and 
much more customizable, but is not quite as user-friendly.  What's MOST IMPORTANT is that, 
whatever you choose, you ensure that you can have the ability to edit it quickly, easily, and 
without much cost.  I haven't used it, but Wix has recently gained some popularity for DIY. 
 
Email Management System: MailChimp or ConvertKit 
If you're just starting, MailChimp will probably be the best and cheapest, though in 2018, there 
were quite a few tech glitches.  That being said, it is definitely the most user friendly, and it does 
have what you need to capture the basics.  Convertkit is more robust, integrates well with 
most systems, and has great analytics.  It's also great for when you're ready to up-level.  If 
you're exploring ConvertKit, ActiveCampaign is one of it's competitors to check out.  
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Other Awesome, Inexpensive Tools for a Professional Business Start: 
 
Zoom - Definitely the best for both virtual meetings and webinars.  It's the most reliable, 
easiest to use, and has the best support.  You can choose just the meetings feature for 
$14.99/month or include webinars for $54.99/month.  Only choose the webinar feature if you 
really need it! 
 
Canva - Design all sorts of fantastic graphically designed items, documents, memes, posts, 
logos, headers, EVERYTHING in Canva.  You can buy stock photos, create marketing 
materials, and so much more.  In fact - this very document is being created in Canva, right 
now.  A business subscription is only $12.99/month. 
 
PayPal / Venmo - This is my recommended way to accept payments, to start, if you choose to 
accept credit cards or virtual payments.  Eventually, you'll probably want to set up a shopping 
cart, of sorts - depending on what you sell and if you offer to take automatic recurring 
payments, but this will work for now.  You'll pay a 3% fee with PayPal.   
 
Adobe App Suite - Depending on what you need for your business, you can check out the 
Adobe suite of apps.  This includes everything from Acrobat to Photoshop to Premier Pro.  
You can edit documents and photos.  Sign and send documents for signature, and more.  You 
can pay per app or a group of apps, per month.  Free and up.  (Be judicious; it can add up!) 
 
Google Suite - I highly leverage the Google Suite... somewhat begrudgingly, quite frankly.  I have 
a love-hate relationship with it.  I love the idea of it.  I love the practical-ness of it.  I love that I 
don't lose my documents when the machines shut down and how easy it is to open 
everywhere.  I love the apps.  But, I like the breadth of the functions in the Microsoft apps.  
Nonetheless, Google has triumphed because it's so much more useful to work with and share 
info with my team members and other vendors.  Free to $1.99/month. 
 
Dropbox - I literally have nothing saved on my hard drive.  Everything goes to a cloud storage 
system.  Dropbox is one of the locations I use.  I use this to save all of the programs I buy and 
create.  All of the content I create.  All of the back-ups of my website.  Everything.  
$9.99/month.   
 
Sanebox - This literally keeps my email box sane.  I love it.  This is a little frivolous, but it does 
save a lot of time.  It weeds out all of the emails that aren't a priority and puts them in a 
separate folder and sends me an email once per day.  I like it that it reminds me to look at the 
content, but I don't get distracted every time one comes in.  $12.00/month. 
 
Vimeo - IF AND ONLY IF you're going to be doing videos, Vimeo is a great video storage 
location.  But this is another one that isn't a necessity.  $12.00/month 
 
 
When & if you're ready, I have used Leadpages for landing pages and lead generation.  I've also 
used SamCart for a shopping Cart.  These are likely NOT items you need, right away.  They're 
both almost $100/month.  If you're tempted to buy them, make sure you really need them.  
They're an investment of both time and energy to learn! 
 
On the next page, I'm including some books & people who I recommend for learning!
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I admit... I'm a huge fan of continued learning and education, which is why it's so 
hard when I often find myself encouraging entrepreneurs to stop enrolling in 
courses, put down the books, and go work their craft! 
 
The truth is that it is important to continue to learn!  It is important to continue to 
read, study, and educate yourself - both in your trade, as well as in business and in 
mindset work.   
 
Over time, I've learned from quite a few individuals in the business world and read 
quite a few books that have helped me as an entrepreneur.   
 
I've put together a list of books and names of some people who I think have some 
of the best material out there for the amount of time and money that you'll invest 
on their site and in their programs... ASSUMING that you're at or near the 
beginning of your time as an entrepreneur.  (There's soooo much more as you 
grow!) 
 
And, of course, this is my own opinion.  So, as with the other recommendations, do 
your own research.  If you find yourself challenged with over-researching, set a 
timer, before diving in! 

Start with Why - Simon Sinek 
Now, Discover Your Strengths - Marcus Buckingham & Donald O. Clifton 
You are a Badass: How to Stop Doubting Your Greatness & Start Living an 
Awesome Life - Jen Sincero 
You are a Badass at Making Money - Jen Sincero 
Good to Great - Jim Collins 
Built to Last - Jim Collins 
Braving the Wilderness - Brene Brown 
Breaking the Rules - Kurt Wright 
Platform: Get Noticed in a Noisy World - Michael Hyatt 
The Four Agreement - Don Miguel Ruiz 
Think and Grow Rich - Napoleon Hill

Marie Forleo 
Michael Hyatt 
Amy Porterfield 
Melyssa Griffin 
Simon Sinek 
Jasmine Star

Books:

My Favorite Business Minds to Follow:
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